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Ralph and Joy’s support has helped Lyric 

Stage provide the City of Irving and all of 
North Texas access to amazing original 
Broadway musical productions. In fact, in the 
2012 season, audience members from 20 
states and 347 zip codes traveled to Irving to 
attend productions at Lyric Stage. Irving is 
proud to say that 90 shows have been pro-
duced locally, including 20 world premieres, 
several of which have gone on to theaters in 
New York and London. 

Lyric Stage is not the only program that 
Ralph and Joy Ellis have influenced through 
their generosity. They have made numerous 
contributions to local charities including the 
Salvation Army, Irving Cares, Brighter Tomor-
rows, Irving Symphony Orchestra, Irving 
Healthcare Foundation, Irving Family Advo-
cacy, The North Hills School, and Crossroads 
Interfaith Clinic. The majority of their philan-
thropy, however, has been to endow several 
student scholarships at Texas A&M University, 
Southern Methodist University, and to grad-
uates from the Irving Independent School Sys-
tem and Carrollton-Farmers Branch School 
System. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking 
Ralph and Joy Ellis for their charitable con-
tributions to North Texas programs. Their influ-
ence in the community has enhanced the 
quality of life for many Texans, and we are ex-
tremely grateful for this caring couple. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE 
PERSONALIZE YOUR CARE ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2013 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, advances 
in health care have led to increasingly com-
plex health care decisions and more treatment 
options than we have ever before had the 
benefit—or the burden—of choosing between. 
Both Democrats and Republicans agree that 
individuals should be fully involved in deci-
sions related to their own health care and 
should be able to make informed decisions 
about that care reflecting their values and their 
needs. We also agree that when people have 
expressed their wishes, particularly in a formal 
and legally binding manner, those wishes 
should be known and respected. 

While there is widespread agreement re-
garding these principles, too often this is not 
the reality. Most adults have not completed an 
advance directive; if documents are com-
pleted, they are not regularly revisited and can 
be difficult to locate. Because these issues are 
difficult to discuss, surrogates often feel ill-pre-
pared to interpret their loved ones’ written 
wishes. 

It is for these reasons that I am introducing 
the bipartisan Personalize Your Care Act, leg-
islation that would support individuals and their 
doctors having voluntary conversations about 
patients’ wishes and health care decisions. 

Failing to have conversations about these 
decisions ahead of time can leave families 
and health care proxies faced with the burden 
of determining their loved ones’ wishes in the 
midst of crisis, sometimes with little or no in-
formation about how best to direct care. This 

adds not only stress and anxiety to an already 
difficult situation, but studies show that lack of 
advance care planning actually prolongs the 
grieving process after losing a loved one. 

One of the greatest misconceptions about 
advance care planning is that it is a one-time 
event. Attempting to plan for all possibilities in 
a single document or within a single conversa-
tion is overwhelming and, quite likely, impos-
sible. Where possible, this should be an ongo-
ing conversation. Careful, early advance care 
planning is important because a person’s abil-
ity to make decisions may diminish over time 
and he or she may suddenly lose the capa-
bility to participate in his or her health care de-
cisions. 

Successful advance care planning is less 
about legal documentation and more about fa-
cilitating ongoing communication about future 
care wishes among individuals, their health 
care providers, and surrogates. The Person-
alize Your Care Act recognizes that docu-
ments like advance directives and physician 
orders for life-sustaining treatment are not 
‘‘ends’’ but ‘‘means’’—the tools individuals can 
use to document their care preferences based 
on informed decisions incorporating their own 
values and current circumstances. It is impor-
tant that individuals work with their care pro-
viders to update these documents as treat-
ment options and personal preferences 
change. 

This process not only provides higher qual-
ity care, but personalized care. 

The Personalize Your Care Act aims to sup-
port advance care planning by providing Medi-
care and Medicaid coverage for voluntary con-
sultations about advance care planning every 
5 years or in the event of a change in health 
status. This periodic revisiting of advance care 
documents and goals of care recognizes that 
an individual’s preferences can change over 
time. It also recognizes that the advance care 
plan should be updated if an individual devel-
ops a serious or chronic illness, if additional 
curative and palliative treatment options be-
come available, and to consistently reflect the 
individual’s current circumstances and pref-
erences. 

Honoring the expressed wishes of individ-
uals must also be a priority. For this to occur, 
advance care planning documents must be 
accessible wherever care is provided. The leg-
islation ensures that an individual’s electronic 
health record is able to display his or her cur-
rent advance directive and/or physician orders 
for life sustaining treatment (POLST), so that 
his or her wishes are easily accessible and re-
spected. Furthermore, under the legislation, 
advance directives would be portable, ensur-
ing that advance directives completed in one 
state are honored in another state, in the 
event care is needed to be provided there. 

The legislation also provides grants to 
states to establish or expand physician orders 
for life sustaining treatment programs. For in-
stance, the National POLST Paradigm Pro-
gram Task Force provides consultation, guid-
ance and mentorship to developing states for 
program and form development, recognizing 
the uniqueness of each state. These programs 
have a track record of promoting patient au-
tonomy through documenting and coordinating 
a person’s treatment preferences, clarifying 
treatment intentions and minimizing confusion, 
reducing repetitive activities in complying with 
the Patient Self Determination Act, and facili-
tating appropriate treatment by emergency 
personnel. 

These investments in advance care plan-
ning will reinforce patient-centered care—en-
gaging individuals in planning and decision- 
making about their future care and ensuring 
that those preferences are documented, ac-
cessible, and can be honored in any state and 
in any care setting. The Personalize Your 
Care Act is supported by members of Con-
gress on both sides of the political aisle and 
by patient advocates, physicians, nurses, and 
the faith community who see every day how 
advance care planning improves individuals’ 
and families’ peace of mind and the quality of 
their care. 
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OF COLORADO 
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Thursday, March 14, 2013 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lori Bell, a forest ranger with a strong 
dedication to her community and to the pres-
ervation of the grasslands. As the district rang-
er of the Pawnee National Grassland, Lori has 
established lasting relationships with the Weld 
County Commissioners and grazing associa-
tions. 

Growing up in northern Wisconsin, Lori de-
veloped a love of the forest and joined the 
United States Forest Service as a forest rang-
er. She has worked in South Dakota, Idaho, 
California, Florida, Wyoming, and Alaska be-
fore settling in eastern Colorado. 

As the district ranger, Lori has focused on 
building relationships with officials in Weld 
County. Her passion for her work and dedica-
tion to continuously improving relationships 
with the various organizations in Weld County 
have earned her praise from those who work 
with her. She was recently profiled in the 
Greeley Tribune for her efforts to balance the 
needs of the many groups that make use of 
the land. 

Good stewardship of our lands is everyone’s 
duty. Lori’s leadership has provided an excel-
lent example for all of us. 

I am pleased to recognize Lori Bell for her 
hard work and dedication. I wish her continued 
success as district ranger of Pawnee National 
Grassland. 
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO JOHN 
CROW 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 14, 2013 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
wish Vinton County resident, Mr. John Crow, 
a very happy 100th birthday. 

Mr. Crow was born in Eagle Township on 
March 4, 1913. His family moved to Trumbull 
County briefly when his father went to work in 
the mines. After returning to Vinton County, 
Crow decided to enter politics and was elected 
mayor of McArthur at age 23. He was the 
youngest mayor of a county seat in Ohio at 
the time, and he served for 12 years. He then 
worked in the treasurer’s office for four years, 
eventually serving in the state auditor’s office 
and spending a total of 49 years in public 
service. 
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